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• GCSE History – feedback on June 2018 series
• Support materials
• Changes to Paper 2 layout
• Delivery of course
• What went well
• AO1/AO2 – things to consider
• AO3 – things to consider
• AO4 – things to consider

• A level History – feedback on June 2018 series
• AO1 Papers 1, 2, 3
• AO2 Paper 2, 3
• AO3 Paper 1 section c
• Coursework AO3 and AO1

Agenda



GCSE (9-1)
History
Feedback on June 2018 
series
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• New, free interactive scheme of work
• Printable schemes of work and a course planner
• Topic booklets for every topic in the assessment
• Assessment guidance
• Teaching guidance, including specific guidance on Paper 1 Thematic study 

and historic environment and Sources and interpretations
• Exemplar packs
• June 2018 series: papers, mark schemes and principal examiner reports
• Pre-recorded feedback events for the June 2018 series, covering every 

topic
• Access to scripts / Results Plus

• Access to scripts available until 14 December
• Post-results analysis

• Content from previous training events
• Sample assessment materials, specimen papers
• Baseline tests (KS3 and GCSE) with guide and markbook

GCSE support materials
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• History subject advisor 
– Mark Battye
• 020 7010 2186
• TeachingHistory@pearson.com

History subject advisor
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• Paper 2 is being split into two physical question and 
answer booklets that will be taken on the same day 
and in the same sitting.

• The Paper 2 exam paper package will comprise:
• Information sheet with key information (total time, topics 

chosen)
• Booklet 1: period study
• Booklet 2: British depth study.

• Candidates are provided with all of these at the start 
of the exam.

• Total time will remain 1 hour 45 minutes.
• No changes to Paper 2 topics or questions, timing of 

the exam or application of mark scheme.

Changes to layout of 
GCSE Paper 2
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• More clarity for students, who will only be provided 
questions for topics they have studied.

• Easier to allocate examiners to specific topics.
• Differences in demand between British depth study 

topics can be taken into account more precisely 
during the awarding process.

• Requires new entry codes.
• New entry code calculator on website.
• Notional grade boundaries for Paper 2 reported at 

paper level for each possible combination.
• More information on changes, including updated 

paper and entry codes and FAQs, on our website:
• quals.pearson.com/gcsehistorypaper2

Changes to layout of 
GCSE Paper 2
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• Activity
• Have you made changes for your delivery of the 

course for this cohort compared to the first cohort?
• Change of order
• Linear specification / revision time / retrieval practice
• Allocation of time

• What outcomes have you seen so far?
• Second cohort compared to first

• Are there changes you are still planning to make?

Course structure and delivery
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• Focus on AO2 second-order concepts 
(12- and 16-mark questions)
• Causation questions on all three papers
• Recognition of judgement needed (16-mark qus)
• Different styles of response equally successful

• AO3 Sources
• Inference question worked well as introduction to Paper 3
• Candidates used structured exam question well, 

to produce focus and brevity
• AO4 Interpretations (Paper 3 qu.3d)

• Good understanding of views presented in two 
interpretations

• Inclusion of own knowledge
• Accessibility to all students

Summer 2018 – what went well



AO1/AO2
Things to consider
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• Describe two features
• Can be set on anything identified in the specification
• Relevance and recall
• Identify a characteristic and provide a supporting 

detail for that characteristic

AO1/AO2 – things to consider
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• Narrative analysis
• Beginning, middle and end, with links
• Weaker responses often wrote a paragraph on each 

stimulus point, rather than writing a narrative
• Importance (significance)

• How is x significant to y?
• Impact: what difference did it make?
• Weaker responses were often written as narrative 

analyses, and often didn’t include the implications 
for y

AO1/AO2 – things to consider
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AO1/AO2 – mark scheme
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Causal analysis / 
narrative analysis
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AO1/AO2 – answer 1



AO3
Things to consider
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• 8-mark utility question (Papers 1 and 3)
• Stronger responses linked an appropriate aspect of 

provenance and own knowledge to evaluate source 
content

• Weaker responses often either focused on extensive 
discussion of source content or adopted a generic 
NOP checklist

• NB responses should focus on utility of source 
content, not what is missing, unless it might be 
expected to be included

AO3 – things to consider
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AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2a sources
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AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2a ms
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AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2a answer 2
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• This is a level 3 response
• The answer uses own knowledge to comment 

on the accuracy of Source A and considers how 
far its nature affects its reliability.

• Own knowledge of sweatshops is used to 
discuss the content of Source B and then the 
nature and purpose of the source is considered.

AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2a answer 2
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AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2a answer 3
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• The answer uses some own knowledge to 
discuss the content of Source A but does not 
consider an aspect of its provenance.

• It does consider the provenance of Source B but 
some comments are simplistic and no own 
knowledge is used.

• Although content, provenance and contextual 
knowledge are all present in the answer they 
have not all been applied to the individual 
sources. The answer was awarded L2.

• The conclusion compares the two sources but 
this is not the focus of the question.

AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2a answer 3
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AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2b, part 1
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• This question is designed as a package showing 
stages in the process of conducting an historical 
enquiry so candidates need to ensure they build 
up their answer and cover each stage 
appropriately, rather than anticipating a later 
stage.

• The first question asks them to identify a detail 
from Source B that they wanted to follow up.  If 
they offered a question instead of identifying a 
detail, they could not gain that mark.

AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2b, part 1
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• This asks for a follow-up question arising from the 
detail named in part 1 but relating to a wider enquiry.  
A follow-up question relating only to that source is 
missing the point of the wider enquiry in the 
question.

• The question the candidate formulates must be 
linked to the detail that has already been identified:  
Award 1 mark for selecting a detail in Source B that 
could form the basis of a follow-up enquiry and 1 
mark for a question which is linked to it.

• Therefore failure to identify a detail in the first part of 
the question prevents any mark being given for the 
second part also.

AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2b, part 2
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• The second half of this question focuses on the 
process of historical research.  Candidates are 
asked to name a source they would consult and 
explain why they would expect that source to 
help answer the question they posed in part 2.

• An answer to part 4 simply stating ‘This source 
would tell me what I want to know’ does not 
explain what sort of information it would have or 
how it could be used and therefore would not 
receive a mark.

AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2b, parts 3–4
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• The specification is explicit that candidates 
should be aware of the sort of sources available, 
for example Booth’s poverty map, the census, 
the range of newspapers available etc.

• Yet it is understood that candidates cannot have 
precise knowledge or the range of newspapers 
or government documents, or precise 
knowledge of the details provided by a census 
and therefore answers which make reasonable 
suggestions based on valid contextual 
knowledge are accepted.

Appropriate sources
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AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2b
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AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2b answer 4
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• Answer 4: 4 marks
• A valid detail is selected from Source B and the 

follow up question relates this detail to the wider 
enquiry of problems facing immigrants.

• Immigrants, especially those living and working 
in a sweatshop would probably not be recorded 
in the census but this is nevertheless a logical 
source to suggest and one appropriate to the 
historical context, so the explanation is valid.

AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2b answer 4
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AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2b answer 5
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• Answer 5: 2 marks
• The answer selects a valid detail from Source B
• The question in the second part seems more 

focused on this specific source than the wider 
enquiry in the question but a mark was allowed.

• The third and fourth parts are clearly focused on 
the specific source and not the wider enquiry 
and it also seems to suggest the women could 
be interviewed, which is unrealistic.  No marks 
could be allowed for these 2 sections.

AO3 – Paper 1 qu.2b answer 5



AO4
Things to consider
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AO4 – Paper 3 qus.3c–d
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• Paper 3 qu.3c Suggest one reason why…
• Strong responses made links between the sources 

and interpretations, or recognised the different 
focus/emphasis of the historians

• Weaker responses often focused on provenance, 
treating the extracts as AO3 sources

AO4 – things to consider
qu.3c
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AO4 – Paper 3 qu.3c
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• Paper 3 qu.3d How far do you agree…
• Must consider both interpretations
• At top level, shows awareness of how the different 

points of view are conveyed, 
e.g. language/tone/emphasis/selection - use the 
appropriate tool(s)

• See Getting Started pp.42-44 and Sources and 
Interpretations guide pp.11-12

AO4 – things to consider
qu.3d
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AO4 – Paper 3 qu.3d
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AO4 – Level 4 mark scheme

• Answer provides an explained evaluation, 
reviewing the alternative views in coming to a 
substantiated judgement

• Precise analysis of the interpretations is 
shown, indicating how the differences of view 
are conveyed and deploying this material to 
support the evaluation.

• Relevant contextual knowledge is precisely 
selected to support the evaluation.

• An overall judgement is justified and the line 
of reasoning is coherent, sustained and 
logically structured.
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AO4 – Paper 3 qu.3d answer 6
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AO4 – Paper 3 qu.3d
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We have been impressed by the quality of 
candidates’ responses this first year. 
Congratulations to the teachers and their students 
for rising to the challenges of the new specification.

Thank you to all our examiners, for all their hard 
work and commitment this summer.

If you’re interested in becoming an examiner, 
please contact Mark Battye
TeachingHistory@pearson.com

Thank you!




